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Introduction 

This lesson tries to engage students to explore: 

Why is the Earth Charter so important? 

Why is social and economic justice so important? 

How does social and economic justice connect with energy? 

 

Learning Outcomes 

I. The Earth Charter 

The Earth Charter principle and subprinciple for inclusion covered in this lesson: 

III. Social and Economic Justice 

9. Eradicate poverty as an ethical, social, and environmental imperative. 

a. Guarantee the right to potable water, clean air, food security, uncontaminated soil, 

shelter, and safe sanitation, allocating the national and international resources required. 

 

II. Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies (GSELS)  

GSELS criteria for inclusion covered in this lesson: 

 Explain the principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter. 

 Apply knowledge to engage in behavior that fosters ecological sustainability. 

 Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability (ICED/Service-

Learning). 

 

III. Miami Dade College (MDC) 

This lesson addresses the following MDC outcomes: 

 Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives. 

 Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 

  



Student Research 

Students will receive library research training from the College’s Learning Resources Division. A faculty 

librarian will train the students to use LINCCWeb, the databases it offers and other e-resources such as 

Kanopy, Films on Demand, NBC Learn, and Swank. 

Students will be required to: 

1. Employ library data bases. 

2. Prepare a write up with annotated bibliography. 

3. The write up addresses the questions below. 

 

During a scheduled class discussion, students will be asked to read what they wrote and to comment on 

what the other students wrote. 

 

Some students will be working on this: 

 What is the Earth Charter? 

 Who was involved in preparing this document? 

 Why is the Earth Charter so special, unique? 

 

Other students will be working on this: 

 Compare the history of Haiti, with the history of Puerto Rico, and the history of Norway. 

 

Other students will be working on this: 

 Where does Earth’s energy come from? 

 What are the benefits of renewable energy? 

 What is sustainable energy? 

 Discuss the energy resources we use today. 

 Discuss who are the world’s leaders in renewables. 

  



Group and Individual Work 

Group Work 

Students will work in groups. Student groups will be asked to prepare a PowerPoint that addresses the 

questions shown below. The goal is to present each PowerPoint at campus multi-class events to raise 

awareness about the importance of the Earth Charter, social and economic justice. 

One set of groups will work on: 

 What are the environmental problems in Haiti? 

 In terms of energy resources, what problem can you see in Haiti? 

 What sustainable energy solutions do you suggest for Haiti? 

Another set of groups will work on: 

 Why is recovery in Puerto Rico difficult after hurricane Maria? 

 In terms of energy resources, what problem can you see in Puerto Rico? 

 What sustainable energy solutions do you suggest for Puerto Rico? 

Another set of groups will work on: 

 Why are there so many electric cars in Norway? 

 Norway is a huge producer of oil and gas but do they use it? 

 What is your opinion: If they run out of oil and gas, will Norway continue the green path? 

 

Individual Work 

I. Story or Reflection 

Write a 60-word story drawing attention to: Why is it so important to learn about energy and society 

and how it connects to the principles of the Earth Charter. 

OR 

Write a 100-word reflection about: Why is it so important to learn about energy and society and how it 

connects to the principles of the Earth Charter. 

II. The Earth Charter 

Prepare a 212-word ICED/service-learning project proposal describing and thinking on an individual 

action - that is good for the community and planet - you would like to build into your life that addresses 

one of the principles and subprinciples of the Earth Charter. 


