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I. Introduction 

This lesson tries to engage students to reflect: 

Are we so removed from nature that we do not realize that the noise all around us is truly a problem? 

 

II. Learning Outcomes 

The Earth Charter 

The Earth Charter principle and subprinciple for inclusion covered in this lesson: 

    II. Ecological Integrity 

6. Prevent harm as the best method of environmental protection and, when knowledge is 

     limited, apply a precautionary approach. 

a. Ensure that decision making addresses the cumulative, long-term, indirect, long 

    distance, and global consequences of human activities. 

Global Sustainability and Earth Literacy Studies (GSELS)  

GSELS criteria for inclusion covered in this lesson: 

 Apply knowledge to engage in behavior that fosters ecological sustainability. 

 Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability (ICED/Service-

Learning). 

Miami Dade College (MDC) 

This lesson addresses the following MDC outcomes: 

 Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 

  



III. Research and Writing 

 

        A. Students will be required to: 

                1. Employ library data bases. 

                2. Prepare an essay on the theme of Noise Pollution. 

                3. Include an annotated bibliography. 

        B. Students will receive library research training from the College’s Learning Resources Division. 

                1. A faculty librarian will train the students to use: 

                        (a)  LINCCWeb and the databases it offers 

                        (b)  Other e-resources such as: 

                                (i) Kanopy 

                                (ii) Films on Demand 

                                (iii) NBC Learn 

                                (iv) Swank 

        C. Questions students must address in the essay: 

                 1. What is the role of sound in ecosystems? 

                 2. Is sound a powerful variable in ecology? 

                 3. How do sounds reflect the function and dynamics of ecosystems? 

                 4. How does human noise affect the dynamics of ecosystems? 

                 5. Compare the noises of areas disturbed by humans with that of a diverse  

                      ecosystem. 

                 6. How do changes in the sound of the environment affect humans? 

                 7. Is the ocean a quiet, peaceful place, filled with animals that don't make much sound? 

                 8. Is boat engine noise a part of a big problem in the ocean right now? 

                 9. How does ship traffic noise wreaking havoc on marine life? 

          D. Class discussion 

                1. Students will be asked to read what they wrote. 

                2. Students will be asked to comment on what the other students wrote. 

IV. Experiential Project 

         A. Students will design an experiential project where they will document three examples of the 

              noise pollution. 

                 1. Students prepare and submit a project proposal. 

         B. Students carry out the proposed project. 

         C. Students present results during multiclass event at the Campus. 

         D. Discussion points for the multiclass event: 

                 1. How does noise pollution get in the way from our attempts to reconnect with Earth? 

                 2. What are possible solutions to address the noise problem? 

V. Application 

Prepare an ICED/service-learning project proposal describing ways to bring attention to the local 

community about the importance of addressing the noise problem. 


