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Introduction 

This lesson tries to engage students to explore, 

✓ What is life? 

✓ What is the nature of reality? 

✓ What is life’s place in the universe? 

✓ What is the sentient being’s mind place in the universe? 

✓ How can we build a better community? 

✓ What is The Earth Charter? 

Outcomes 

This lesson addresses the following outcomes: 

✓ Demonstrate knowledge of diverse cultures, including global and historical perspectives.  

✓ Create strategies that can be used to fulfill personal, civic, and social responsibilities. 

✓ Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application to issues in society. 

GSELS criteria for inclusion covered in this lesson: 

✓ Explain the principles and ethical implications of the Earth Charter. 

✓ Describe the roles of personal and social responsibility in protecting Earth’s abundance and 

beauty for future generations. 

✓ Outline the history of Earth and the evolution of life. 

✓ Diagnose/research the impact of human activities on living systems, with consideration for 

these systems’ limits, complexity, and diversity. 

✓ Apply knowledge to engage in behavior that fosters ecological sustainability.  

✓ Display personal and social responsibility toward achieving global sustainability ( ICED/Service-

Learning).  

Student Research 

Students will receive library research training from the College’s Learning Resources Division.  A faculty 

librarian will train the students to use LINCCWeb, the databases it offers and other e -resources such as 

Kanopy, Films on Demand, NBC Learn, and Swank. 

Students will be required employ library data bases and prepare a Write Up, with annotated 

bibliography, that answers the following questions. During a scheduled class discussion, for this specific 

theme, students will be asked to read what they wrote.  

✓ What catches your attention in Plato’s Allegory of the Cave? 

✓ Is the human brain a reliable observational tool? 

✓ When was the Earth formed? 



✓ When are the Earth’s oldest rocks formed? 

✓ When is the first evidence of life on Earth? 

✓ When do organisms start altering the Earth’s atmosphere? 

✓ When do multicellular life forms appear? 

✓ When do plants colonize land? 

✓ When do early humans craft tools from stone? 

✓ When do modern humans appear? 

✓ When does the agricultural revolution begin? 

✓ When is the beginning of recorded human history? 

✓ Is history is written by the victors? 

✓ When did the Anthropocene Epoch begin? 

✓ When is the start of the information age? 

✓ What are Multiple Intelligences? 

✓ What is artificial intelligence? 

✓ What are examples of artificial intelligence employed in the day-to-day? 

✓ Can intelligence by technology match or exceed the human brain? 

✓ What is artificial intelligence offering and promising us for the future in: Medicine and Public 

Health? Hazardous jobs? Other fields? 

Group and Individual Work 

Group Work 

Students will work in groups. Students will be asked to prepare a PowerPoint that addressing the 

questions shown below. The goal of the PowerPoint is to present it at campus multi-class events to raise 

awareness about the importance of The Earth Charter. 

✓ Humans build statues, monuments, and cathedrals, basilicas, etc. using rocks. The implication is 

eternity. Are rocks eternal? Are humans eternal? 

✓ Has social behavior and empathy been critical to human survival? 

✓ How do you see the values spelled out in The Earth Charter in terms of human survival?  

✓ Could the development of superintelligence pose a threat to humanity? 

✓ Can intelligence by technology have empathy? 

✓ In what ways have humans changed the Earth? 

✓ In some languages, the word for history and story are the same. What do you think about this?  

Individual Work 

✓ Write a 60-word story drawing attention to a topic or issue raised this lesson OR Write a 100-

word reflection about a topic or issue raised this lesson. 

✓ Participate in an ICED/service-learning project. 

✓ Prepare a 212-word proposal describing and thinking on an individual action - that is good for 

the community and planet - you would like to build into your life. 


