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Professor Helen Roland 

Miami Dade College, Kendall Campus 

World Languages 

War or Peace:  The Role of Water in Having Peace 

 

EAP 0320/ EAP 0386  

Time: 75-minute class + individual and group project work 

Lesson Overview: 

1. Warm-up – What are some things that cause wars and conflicts? (discussion) 

2. Reading Practice (vocabulary, pronunciation) 

3. Reading Comprehension (based on traditional Bloom’s Taxonomy) 

4. Research (The Problem, Possible Solutions, Water Conflicts, Issues – p. 5, 9, 10 of this 

document) 

5. Viewing/Note taking (TedTalk Video about How to Make Filthy Water Drinkable) 

6. Discuss video (oral review) 

7. Action (Present at GESLS Symposium or Sustainability Day) 

Text adapted from https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/WaterConflictToolkit.pdf 

Video Link: 

https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter?language=en 

https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/WaterConflictToolkit.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter?language=en
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Reading 1  

Water and Peace -  Adapted passage on pages 7 and 8 of this document. 

Vocabulary Related to Water and Peace 

 drought 
 shortage 
 water conflict 
 water security 
 pump 
 peace 
 peaceable 
 peaceably 
 Peace Corps 
 peaceful 
 peacefully 
 peacefulness 
 peacekeeping 
 peacemaker 
 peace pipe 
 peacetime 

 water 
 water cycle 

 water drop 

 waterfall 
 waterfront 
 waterlogged 

 waterproof 
 watershed 

 waterspout 
 water table 

 watertight 
 water vapor 
 waterway 

 water well 
 waterwheel 
 waterworks 

 watery 

 waves 

 well 
 wet 
 wetlands 

http://visual.ly/hands-world?utm_source=visually_embed  Ways to show sign language for peace 

http://visual.ly/hands-world?utm_source=visually_embed
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Reading Comprehension 

What is fresh water? (Knowledge) 

According to the passage, what does conflict mean? (Comprehension) 

What problem will be a result of the increase in world population over the next years? (Cause/Effect) 

What questions would you ask an expert about the connection between having clean water and 

peace? (Application) 

Readings 2 and 3 

http://www.readworks.org/passages/water-water-everywhere   Questions included. 

http://www.readworks.org/passages/water-worries   Questions included. 

Videos –  

Take notes while you watch this 9-minute video and be prepared to answer questions.  

 

How to Make Filthy Water Drinkable   

https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter?language=en  

Why did Pritchard invent the Lifesaver bottle? 

What events inspired his invention? 

Where did he invent the bottle? 

How long will the bottle safely filter water? 

What happens when the filter expires? 

What are some possible uses for the bottle? 

http://www.readworks.org/passages/water-water-everywhere
http://www.readworks.org/passages/water-worries
https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter?language=en
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Additional short videos about Water and Peace: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5KBgZ2wPfA   Peace Corps: Ways to Provide Clean Water to 

Africa.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM0gYAM0H3Q   Potters for Peace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDWTfVpii-8  Potters for Peace: Empowering Nicaraguan Women 

Artisans 

http://www.nytimes.com/video/science/1194817112055/a-simple-solution-for-clean-water.html   Life 

Straw 

https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter?language=en  How to Make 

Filthy Water Drinkable 

https://vimeo.com/28776445  The ON Project - Clean Water + Energy = Peace 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHXu7YKWxyA Peace Corps Cambodia - Water Filter Cleaning 

Discussion  

What topics presented in the video were interesting to you?  

What questions do you have? 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5KBgZ2wPfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xM0gYAM0H3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZDWTfVpii-8
http://www.nytimes.com/video/science/1194817112055/a-simple-solution-for-clean-water.html
https://www.ted.com/talks/michael_pritchard_invents_a_water_filter?language=en
https://vimeo.com/28776445
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VHXu7YKWxyA
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Clean Water and the Relationship to Peace or Conflict 

The Problem 

1. http://academic.evergreen.edu/g/grossmaz/oforiaa/    Water, Wars and International Conflict 

2. http://www.dni.gov/files/documents/Special%20Report_ICA%20Global%20Water%20Security.pdf  Intelligence 

Community Findings – Read “The Bottom Line” 

3. https://depts.washington.edu/chid/intersections_Spring_2012/Thomas_Coleman_Water_Conflicts_in_Latin_A

merica_and_Water_Law.pdf   Who Owns the Water? 

4. http://www.usglc.org/2014/03/19/one-key-to-stopping-conflict-before-it-starts-clean-water/    Stopping Conflict 

Before It Starts 

5. http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/feb/09/global-water-shortages-threat-terror-war    Why 

Water Shortages Threat War 

6. http://www.newsweek.com/2015/05/01/world-will-soon-be-war-over-water-324328.html   The World Will 

Soon Be At War Over Water 

7. http://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geophysics/run-out-of-water1.htm    What Happens If 

We Run Out of Water? 8. 

8. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122195532   Will the Next War Be Fought over Water? 

9. http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/clark-judge/2013/02/19/the-next-big-wars-will-be-fought-over-water  

Possible Solutions to Shortage of Potable Water 

1.  http://www3.epa.gov/watersense/our_water/tomorrow_beyond.html   Tomorrow and Beyond – How to save 

water in droughts 

2. http://inhabitat.com/6-water-purifying-devices-for-clean-drinking-water-in-the-developing-world/   6 devices 

3. http://www.treehugger.com/gadgets/concepts-providing-clean-drinking-water.html   15 

4. http://www.playpumps.co.za/   play pumps  

5.  http://www.qdrum.co.za/    Q Drum 

6. http://www.watercone.com/product.html Water Cone 

7. http://www.treehugger.com/clean-technology/this-device-provides-clean-water-for-pennies-a-day.html   Water 

Cone 

8. http://www.kickstart.org/   Kick Start Pump 

9. http://www.buylifestraw.com/en/    Life Straw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://academic.evergreen.edu/g/grossmaz/oforiaa/
http://www.dni.gov/files/documents/Special%20Report_ICA%20Global%20Water%20Security.pdf
https://depts.washington.edu/chid/intersections_Spring_2012/Thomas_Coleman_Water_Conflicts_in_Latin_America_and_Water_Law.pdf
https://depts.washington.edu/chid/intersections_Spring_2012/Thomas_Coleman_Water_Conflicts_in_Latin_America_and_Water_Law.pdf
http://www.usglc.org/2014/03/19/one-key-to-stopping-conflict-before-it-starts-clean-water/
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/feb/09/global-water-shortages-threat-terror-war
http://www.newsweek.com/2015/05/01/world-will-soon-be-war-over-water-324328.html
http://science.howstuffworks.com/environmental/earth/geophysics/run-out-of-water1.htm
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=122195532
http://www.usnews.com/opinion/blogs/clark-judge/2013/02/19/the-next-big-wars-will-be-fought-over-water
http://www3.epa.gov/watersense/our_water/tomorrow_beyond.html
http://inhabitat.com/6-water-purifying-devices-for-clean-drinking-water-in-the-developing-world/
http://www.treehugger.com/gadgets/concepts-providing-clean-drinking-water.html
http://www.playpumps.co.za/
http://www.qdrum.co.za/
http://www.watercone.com/product.html
http://www.treehugger.com/clean-technology/this-device-provides-clean-water-for-pennies-a-day.html
http://www.kickstart.org/
http://www.buylifestraw.com/en/
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Water and Peace 
 
 Adapted from https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/WaterConflictToolkit.pdf  
 

Competition over natural resources, including water, is often see as a cause of conflict. However, 
arguments over water do not always result in violence. In fact, the management of water often brings 
people together and encourages cooperation.  This can be an important part in preventing wars, 
peacebuilding, and reconciliation processes. Since fresh water is irreplaceable and indispensable to 
life, it is a valuable resource that requires careful, conflict-sensitive management to make sure that it 
will continue to fulfill its purposes over the long term. 
 
Water is an essential ingredient for human security and sustainable development.  Water is important 
for growing food and supporting economic growth. It is also important to make sure that disease is 
kept away, and water is a fundamental and irreplaceable resource in all societies. Because fresh 
water is fundamental to all societies, it is not surprising that water management is complex and that 
water-related interests are frequently contested. 
 

Key Issues 
 

As a starting point, it is helpful to have a common understanding of conflict.  “Conflict” simply refers to 
a real or perceived set of incompatible interests and goals among two or more parties. It is not 
necessarily violent. Conflict is a natural part of public life. 
 

SOCIOECONOMIC AND DEMOGRAPHIC ISSUES 
 
POPULATION GROWTH 
 
Most of the world’s population growth has taken place in developing countries.  Over the next few 
decades rapid population growth is expected to continue in parts of Sub-Saharan Africa, the Middle 
East, and Asia.  This will cause challenges for governments and for the infrastructure.  There will be 
more need for fresh water, but there will be less fresh water available. 
 
 

POPULATION MOVEMENT 
 

Migration, displacement, and resettlement are sometimes caused by competition for resources, and 
they often cause conflicts.  Population movements increase the demand for water in the area where 
the groups settle.   
 

AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 
 

Agriculture is the largest source of water consumption in the world.   About 70% of all water used is 
used for agriculture.  Because there are more people, there is more demand for food.  Because there 
is more demand for food, there is also more demand for water for agriculture.  It is a cycle. 
 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE  DEVELOPMENT AND MODERNIZATION 
 
Industrial development can cause significant environmental stress, including overconsumption and 
pollution.  Building dams and reservoirs can force the population to relocate.   

https://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1866/WaterConflictToolkit.pdf
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Why is water access a global issue? 

Freshwater is a limited resource necessary for the survival of all living things on Earth. View 
the statistics on the Earth’s water resources. 

 If the earth is covered in water, why do you think some communities in the world would lack 
regular access to useable water? 

 Look at the map of current water use and predicted population growth by U.S. state. How do 
you anticipate population growth might change our water availability and consumption? 

 If there is a limited amount of freshwater on Earth available for our growing population to use, 
what consequences could this have for equitable access to water resources and sustainable 
consumption of water in future generations? 

2. Who has access to clean water? 
Look at the map showing the percentage of people in the world using improved water sources, or 
technologies such as piped household water connections and protected wells that prevent water 
from contamination. 

 Which regions have the lowest percentage of people using improved drinking water sources? 

 Are there differences between urban and rural populations in terms of water access? 

 Why do you think these differences exist? 
3. Who has access to basic sanitation? 

Now look at the map showing the percentage of people in the world using improved sanitation 
facilities, or technologies such as toilets, latrines, septic tanks, and sewer systems that safely 
dispose of human waste. 

 Which countries have the lowest percentage of people using improved sanitation facilities? 

 How do trends in access to basic sanitation compare to trends in access to improved water 
sources? 

 How do you think access to water is related to access to sanitation? 
4. What are the consequences of lack of water and sanitation access? 

Review the following links: 
10 facts on sanitation 
Water facts 

 How do water and sanitation access relate to each of the following areas? Give one example 
for each: 

 Health 

 Agriculture/Food Security 

 Gender Equality 

 Poverty 
5. What are Peace Corps Volunteers doing to address water and sanitation issues? 

View the examples of Peace Corps projects around the world to address water access issues. 
 Water Source Protection by Lauren Fry, Cameroon (2002-2004) 
 Bringing Water From Sol to Soul by Nicholas Hanson, Cape Verde (2006-2008) and Brian 

Newhouse, Cape Verde (2007-2009) 
 Fog's Bounty: Harvesting Water From Fog by Nathan Lee, Cape Verde (2007-2009) 

http://www.unwater.org/statistics_res.html
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/our_water/tomorrow_beyond.html
http://kff.org/global-indicator/percent-with-water/#map
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.ACSN/countries?display=map
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.ACSN/countries?display=map
http://www.who.int/features/factfiles/sanitation/facts/en/index.html
http://water.org/learn-about-the-water-crisis/facts/
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/videos/water-source-protection
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/videos/sol-soul
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/videos/fogs-bounty/
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For two of the projects: 

 Identify the problem and solution presented 

 Explain why you think the project was successful in the community in which it was 
implemented? 

6. What can you do to increase awareness of water and sanitation issues? 

Now that you have researched water and sanitation as a global issue, think about some actions 
people in your community could take to assist with one of the following goals: 

 Improve equitable water access in the world 

 Improve access to sanitation facilities in the world 

 Use water more sustainably 
Come up with a plan for a World Water Day event in your community that can raise public 
awareness about water and sanitation as a global issue, and inspire people to take action.  

7. Conclusion 

Reflect on your experience by writing about or discussing: 

 Why do you think there is unequal access to water and sanitation resources? 

 What global water and sanitation challenges do you predict in the future? What could be done 
to address these challenges? 

 What can you do to promote sustainable use of the earth’s water resources? 

 
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/activities/improving-access-clean-water-and-basic-sanitation/  

 
 

http://www.worldwaterday.org/
http://www.peacecorps.gov/wws/activities/improving-access-clean-water-and-basic-sanitation/

