
Professor Richard Rose 
Miami Dade College, Kendall Campus 
Music 
 

The archaeological records of  the Deering Estate represent a comprehensive record of human habitation 
in South Florida. Paleo-Indians, Tekestas, Seminoles, Afro-Bahamians, and Anglo-Americans have at 
different times lived on the site of what is now the Deering Estate. With a history dating back perhaps 
10,000 years, each new group followed in the footsteps of the preceding group. 

We know for certain that every modern culture inhabiting the Deering Estate site used music in rituals 
and for entertainment. We can surmise that Native Americans at the site also constructed and performed 
on musical instruments for their own purposes.  

Your job is that of Music Coordinator for all inhabitants of the Deering Estate. You’re able to transcend 
time in order to assist all those who resided at this site with their musical needs.  

(A) 
Tequesta 
The Tequesta  inhabited this area known as “The Hunting Grounds” from about 500 A.D. to the 1500’s. 
From bones and relics we are able to determine that the Tequesta were a canoeing culture and able to 
sustain their families and communities from life contained in Biscayne Bay. The did not farm the land, but 
instead lived off of turtle, manatee, fish, shellfish, some game, and palmetto berries and sugar berries 
present in the natural habitats. A 350 year old oak tree grows atop a Tequesta Indian Burial Mound on 
the Estate. The tree’s age, unfortunately, corresponds to the demise of the Tequesta culture in South 
Florida.  

1. The Tequesta elders have brought you back to the year 600 A.D. They’d like your help building musical 
instruments for their ceremonies.  

2. Read the following article: https://blog.udemy.com/native-american-instruments/ 

3. What natural materials were available to the Tequesta so that they could build instruments similar to 
those described in the article? Hint: you might want to consider turtle shell drums and conch shell horns 
among the instruments you devise. 

4. Design (on paper) different types of musical instruments for your Tequesta friends using the natural 
materials available to them found on the Tequesta site.  

(B) 
The Richmond Cottage 
Originally built in 1896, the Richmond Cottage is the last surviving structure of the historic town of 
Cutler. At the end of the nineteenth century, Cutler (established at the site of the Seminole Hunting 
Grounds) was one of the best settlements in Dade County. Its beachfront location and three fishing 
wharves made it a hub for transporting freight and passengers south of Miami, and in its heyday, a post 
office, school, saw mill and two general stores serviced a growing pioneer community. 

In 1900, Dr. Samuel Richmond and his wife, Edith, added a three-story addition to their modest family 
home at Cutler and opened the Richmond Cottage – the first hotel between Coconut Grove and Key West. 

https://blog.udemy.com/native-american-instruments/


You’ve been transported back in time to 1900, to the grand opening of the Richmond Cottage Hotel at 
what is now the Deering Estate. You’ve been asked to select popular songs of the day for the event.  

1. What songs were the popular songs of 1900?  

2. What dances were popular in 1900?  

3. You want to invite a popular stage actress and actor of the day to your event. Who should you invite? 
What contributions did these individuals make to the arts?  

4. Dr. Samuel Richmond has become aware of machines that play recorded music. He has asked for your 
advice regarding the purchase of such a device so that guests can enjoy music throughout the day. 
Research the prices and specifics of popular Phonograph Players of 1900. What is your recommendation 
to Dr. Richmond?  

(C) 
The Deering Estate 
Around 1916 northern industrialist Charles Deering purchased the Richmond Cottage. In 1922 he built 
the Mediterranean style Stone House on the property.  

1. What songs were popular in 1916 and 1922? Who were the artists that performed them?  

2. What were the popular musicals of the day? 

(D) 
The Park 
In 1985 Florida acquired the Deering Estate. You’ve been asked to invite local Miami celebrities to an 
event celebrating this acquisition.  

1. Name 5 Miami residents who were famous musicians, artists, or national figures in 1985 to this 
celebration.  

2. What is their history?  

3. What is their contribution to society? 

(E) 
The Reopening 
The Deering Estate was destroyed by Hurricane Andrew in 1992 and reopened in 1999. Because you’re a 
skilled time traveler you thought it might be interesting to invite some of the Tequesta who lived at the 
Deering site in 600A.D. to the 1999 reopening.  

1. What are some changes at the site that might impress the Tequesta (think about culture and the arts as 
well as technological innovation and the ecology).   

2. What are some changes that would be a great concern to your guests from the past? 

 

 


