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What is Sustainability?  

 
 

 
 
 

Subject:   SPC1017: Fundamentals of Speech Communication  
Topic:   What Sustains Humans and Nature in South Florida?  
Grade:   College Level  
Time:   Two 1 hour and 15 minute lessons 
Instructor:   Juan Santelises  
Goal:  During this unit, students will become acquainted with the concept 

of sustainability by designing, presenting, and discussing a 
persuasive presentation outline what sustains the residents and 
natural habitats of South Florida using methods of informing and 
Aristotelian strategies 

Learning Outcomes (LO) 

During the presentation and analysis of the designed outline, students will demonstrate 
the skills and knowledge of the learning outcomes below: 

LO1:  Communicate effectively using listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing skills 

LO4:  Formulate strategies to locate, evaluate, and apply information.  

L07: Demonstrate knowledge of ethical thinking and its application 
to issues in society  

LO9:  Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetics and creative 

 

 

 

 



 

Guidelines  

Students meet in groups of 4-5 to brainstorm on a topic of sustainability by asking 
themselves—“what sustains us in South Florida?” or “what sustains the ecosystems and 
natural resources of South Florida”? After a topic has been selected, students will 
browse the Earth Ethics Institute website and select a link on a topic of their choice. 
Outline presentations should include one visual aid on the selected topic of 
sustainability. Outline is required to include a list of three references in APA style. 
Outline will adhere to the format of p. 173 of the course textbook which should include 
the following components:  

 The title “Outline” 
 Title of the presentation  
 The persuasive strategies intended to sway the audience:  

 
o Ethos (Speaker credibility based expertise and knowledge on the subject) 
o Logos (Logical reasoning) 
o Mythos (Morals and ethics) 
o Pathos (Emotional appeals)    

  
 Intended Effects: 

 
o Attitudes 
o Behaviors 
o Beliefs  
o Values  

 
 Common Ground: Addresses and establishes a connection between speaker 

and audience’s attitudes, experiences, and philosophies. It also addresses needs 
and benefits  
 

 Thesis Statement. This component articulates the three main aspects or 
concepts of sustainability to be developed in the body of the outline 
 

 Body. Articulates and develops the main points of the thesis statement  
 

 Transitions. Transition sentences must be established between main points 
 

 Conclusion. This component must echo the thesis statement of the introduction  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Attention-Getting Activity (Warm up Activity) 
 
Referring to the earlier discussions on: the student who delivered the persuasive 
presentation on home gardening, The Sacred Balance: Made from the Soil, and the 
Water Ethic Workshop—the instructor captivates the attention of the teams by asking: 

 
 What truly sustains you?  
 How do you maintain and preserve what sustains you?  
 What sustains your loved ones?  
 How do you help loved ones maintain and preserve what sustains them?  
 How do you do to maintain and preserve natural resources?  

 
Writing the Outline  
 

Teams are allowed 15 minutes to surf the EEI website to select a link on which they 
will base the persuasive outline. After they have selected the link, teams begin designing 
and writing the outline. As outlining takes place, the instructor is available for advice 
and guidance. 

 
Assignment 
 
On the following class, teams will present and analyze persuasive outline via the 
computer projector. Peer critiques will follow team presentations.   
 


