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Assignment: The Food Supply Chain and our Connection to it. 
 
 

I have been successful in my professional career solving difficult business problems because I 

looked for outliers for possible solutions. In this assignment you will look at the food supply 

chain from a little different perspective. I will challenge you from a Supply Chain business 

perspective but also try to connect you in new ways to food and its connection to us as human 

beings. 

 

Supply Chain can be defined as follows: “A supply chain is a system of organizations, people, 

activities, information, and resources involved in moving a product or service from supplier to 

customer. Supply chain activities involve the transformation of natural resources, raw materials, 

and components into a finished product that is delivered to the end customer." When we think of 

the traditional food supply chain we typically start at the farm, transportation to a whole seller, 

then sold to a retail grocery store, finally sold to the consumer.  

 

I want you to think about the food supply chain more creatively and sustainably. In fact, I want 

you to connect to it. 

 

The farming of food crops can occur in many more places than a traditional farm. Please follow 

the link to watch a Ted Talk that highlights urban farming.  

 

Ron Finley: A Guerilla Gardener in South Central LA: 

www.ted.com/talks/ron_finley_a_guerilla_gardener_in_south_central_la  

 

A source of food can come from a farm, an urban source or your neighbors back yard. Consider 

that there are many backyard fruit trees, vegetables, or wild eatable plants and herbs growing 

next door or in vacant lots. Now think about how much of that produce is actually used and how 

much is just left to rot and be wasted. 

 

Your job is to connect with this source of food and connect it to our food supply chain. You will 

find these sources in your neighborhood or your own back yard. Your job is to collect one or 

more sources or use it as a raw material for a product and get it into our food supply chain.  

Please complete part 1 or 2: 

http://www.ted.com/talks/ron_finley_a_guerilla_gardener_in_south_central_la


 

1) Collect fruits, vegetables, herbs, etc. and: 

A) Donate to a food bank. 

B) Distribute to friends, family or the local needy. 

C) Negotiate a deal with a local grocery store or food distributor. 

 

2) Create a product, make a meal or use in a dish. 

A) Donate the dish (community event, school, first responders, etc.) 

B) Feed your family at least one meal that you did not have to purchase. 

C) Give to the local needy. 

D) Make a barter between folks that have different backyard food products. 

 

Document and take pictures or produce a video. Deliverables include: 

1) Write a one to two page 500-word paper that discusses what you did and the outcome. 

(An accompanying video and picture should be included.) 

 

2) In the paper make sure to discuss how these items now fit into the food supply chain. 

 

3) How the food supply chain can be enhanced with sources such as these. Focus on 

profit and supply chain structure. 

 

4) What benefits beyond profit can be realized? Think people and the planet. 

 

5) Discuss how this may have changed your personal feelings or viewpoints regarding 

food and it importance and your connection to it.  

 

6) APA formatted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


