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Florida Pine Rockland: A Botanical Survey  

This assignment will result in individual illustrations that will become part of a 
larger collaborative project. 

Phase 1-Field work 

The class will go on a field trip to visit the MDC Environmental Center Pine Rockland 
Preserve at Kendall Campus.   After a brief guided tour, our on-site work will consist 
of documentation both photographic and hand drawn of various long views and 
close-ups of vegetation.  As this preserve is still undergoing conservation work, 
many non-native species may be present and difficult to distinguish, so when in 
doubt please refer to your native plants and critters guide to select the proper 
plants/subjects to work from or go to I-Naturalist (https://www.inaturalist.org) on 
your phones to verify species.  These photo images will be the source for our final 
artwork in the room so it is important the images be clear to work from. 

Assignment:  

After the walking tour, take time to compose and shoot photos of broad views of 
the landscape and close-ups of native plants you like.  A good approach to set up for 
drawing is to select a site that has plants you are interested in drawing from life. 
Before starting spend a few minutes getting acquainted with the plant shape, 
texture and position.  Review and consider the attached step- by -step worksheet 
on geometric simplification.  Using charcoal pencils create a contour drawing 
that focuses either on the silhouette or the three dimensionality of the plant.   
Watercolors as finishing color are optional if time permits.   Our final pieces will be 
done in class from photo documentation at the preserve.  Make sure before you pack 
the end of the field trip that  you have all you need to work in the studio during the 
following classes: a nice drawing done on site that will serve as inspiration and 
many photos you can source back at the studio. 

Phase 2: Studio Day 1  

Bring a minimum of 10 photo print outs of the images you took at the preserve to 
work from in class.  Utilizing toned paper (canson is preferred –refer back to your 
materials list) and your geometric simplification hand-out lay out a quick gesture of 
your plant/s.  Verify that scale and placement are set up in a successful 
composition before creating a more analytical drawing.  Proceed to more finished 
image utilizing line variation. 

Studio Day 2 

https://www.inaturalist.org/


A quick review critique will shed light on any changes or adjustments to our 
drawings before we begin to finalize with darker marks, shading and color.   

Class will then be divided into two groups for collaborative project.   

*Group One will organize an exhibition of completed drawings on campus.  This 
exhibit will require requesting permission for display, advertising and an official 
opening. 

*Group Two will organize a Florida Pine Rockland Awareness Campaign event. 

This event will require a set of posters (minimum of 3) that feature: 

- all of the drawings produced in class 
- a fact sheet that lists endangered plants and animals that live in the Pine 

Rockland 
- a brief statement that emphasizes the importance of preserving and 

restoring the Florida Pine Rockland Ecosystem. 
- a list of resources for more information 
- a list of plants local residents can easily plant in a step stone Florida Pine 

Rockland micro-habitat on their own property 

 

Phase 3:  

Exhibit and Awareness Campaign 

Resources: 

National Park Service: http://www.nps.gov/ever/learn/kidsyouth/pine-
rocklands.htm 

Plant species information: https://www.inaturalist.org 

Fairchild Tropical Gardens-Conservation Work 
:http://www.fairchildgarden.org/horticulture/plant-collections/exhibits/pine-
rockland-exhibit 

Institute for Regional Conservation: 

http://regionalconservation.org/ircs/aboutus/pri.asp 

Florida Fish and Wild Life FACT Sheet: 

http://www.fws.gov/southeastfire/documents/MSRP_PineRocklands.pdf 

Miami Pine Rocklands Coalition: 

http://miamipinerocklandscoalition.org/what-is-threatened1.html 
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