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Kampong Field Trip Summary-Response Paper Assignment 

Future goal: You will write a 2 paragraph summary-response essay with 500 words 

(approximately 200 for the summary paragraph, and 300 for the response paragraph).  

How to? 

1) Participate in Service Learning Event at Kampong Gardens: 

https://ntbg.org/gardens/kampong 

2) Take notes during your visit about anything interesting or surprising to you. Also take 

notes about facts you hear, see, or experience. Take pictures too.  

3) Free-write. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the holiday weekend, do some free writing about the field trip to Kampong.  

First summarize the main things that happened during the excursion, in chronological order. 

(Last Wednesday we …, first, next, then, after that, while, when, as soon as, etc.) Include vivid 

descriptions with your narration. Check your verbs for past tense form. 

Then state your overall reaction to the excursion. After this statement, support your reaction by 

explaining your opinion and what caused your reaction. What specific experiences did you hear, 

see, or take part in that have led you to feel or think like this? Describe these specific impactful 

parts of the day in a way that I can see them in my own mind. Analyze how your Kampong 

experiences connect or relate with something from your own past or present. Analyze how your 

Kampong experiences can relate with your future as a college student or as a member of the 

South Florida community. Finally, evaluate your overall experience and make a 

recommendation, prediction, or give some advice to others about Kampong. 

Insert some photos along with your written text to illustrate your free-write. Print this and bring 

to class on Monday. (Remember, for now, this is only a free-write assignment. No stress!!)   

Next week we will use this resource for a more formal approach: 

https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-write-a-response-paper-1857017 

 

https://ntbg.org/gardens/kampong
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-to-write-a-response-paper-1857017


Summary-Response Essay Evaluation Rubric for Levels  5 – 6 

Content and 
Organization 
Important Content Elements in 
Reaction or Response Essays 
with Reflection: 
 Summary or description of 

the prompt 
 Strong connection 

between the prompt and 
related explanations 

 Thoughtful and insightful 
observations 

Excellent 
4 

Very Good 
3.5 

Good 
3 

Average/Basic 
2.5  to  2 

Weak      
1  to  .5 

Poor 
0 

ASPECTS TO IMPROVE: 

 substantial content with 
elaboration; strong and direct 
development of thesis;  

 ideas and claims clearly stated, 
connected and supported with 
examples and evidence;  

 fluent transitions;   

 logical sequencing; cohesive;  

 relevant to assigned topic;  

 appropriate citation references;  

 engaging and a pleasure to read. 

 sure knowledge of subject but 
limited development of thesis;  

 

 main ideas stand out but not 
enough support, redundant 
support, or indirect support; 

 

 less fluent transitions, minor 
sequencing problems; minor 
citation errors. 

 limited knowledge of subject; 

 little substance;  

 inadequate development of 
topic; no thesis statement;  

 non-fluent transitions;  

 ideas are confusing or 
disconnected; lacks logical 
sequencing;  

 misuse of text from electronic or 
hard copy sources. 

_____ add/fix title 
_____ add thesis statement 
_____ add conclusion 
_____ add more support 
_____ plan logical idea sequence  
_____ be less repetitious 
_____ use transition expressions 
_____ cite sources 
_____ paraphrase or quote 
_____ include more relevant 
content to demonstrate learning 
from class discussion topics or 
readings. 

Vocabulary and 
Expression/Tone 

Excellent   to  Very Good 
2 

Good 
1.5 

Average/Basic 
1 

Weak   
.5 

Poor 
0 

 

 formal tone;  

 sophisticated vocabulary and 
idioms;  

 effective word choice and 
collocations;  

 word form mastery;  

 a pleasure to read. 

 straightforward tone, adequate 
vocabulary and idioms;  

 occasional errors of word form, 
choice, or collocations, but 
meaning understood;  

 sometimes a little too 
conversational. 

 limited knowledge of English 
vocabulary and idioms;  

 frequent errors of word form, 
choice, or collocations;  

 some meaning not clear;  

 some translation. 

_____ vocabulary too simple 
_____ awkward collocations 
_____ meaning not clear 
_____ missing words 
_____ extra words 
_____ wrong word  
_____  tone too informal  
_____ use 3

rd
 person plural (they) 

_____ no contractions 

Sentence Structure 
Grammar/Usage  
and Mechanics 
 

Excellent 
4 

Very Good 
3.5 

Good 
3       

Average/Basic 
2.5  to  2 

Weak    
1  to  .5 

Poor 
0 

 

 effective sentence variety 
including complex sentences; 

 few errors of agreement, tense, 
number, word order, articles, 
pronouns, prepositions;  

 few errors of spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, or 
paragraphing (indenting). 

 effective, but simple sentence 
construction, minor problems in 
complex constructions, 

 some errors of agreement, tense, 
number, word order, articles, 
pronouns, or prepositions, but 
meaning understood. 

 problems in simple/complex 
sentences, 

 many errors of agreement, tense, 
number, word order, articles, 
pronouns, prepositions and/or 
fragments, run-ons, deletions,  

 meaning confused or not 
understood;  

 frequent errors of spelling, 
punctuation, capitalization, or 
paragraphing;  

 typing is poor. 

_____ APA format* 
_____ articles (No general the) 
_____ agreement  (verb +S) 
_____ capitalization 
_____ fragments (missing it) 
_____ gerunds 
_____ indent paragraph 
_____ possession 
_____ prepositions 
_____ pronouns 
_____ punctuation 
_____ run-ons or comma splice 
_____ singular/plural  (noun + S) 
_____ spelling 
_____ tense or verb form 
_____ word order 
_____ wrong word form 

*APA = 12 pt., TNR, double space, no extra space between paragraphs. 


