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ART FROM NATURE, NATURE AS ART 
 
 
 

Goal: With this assignment the student will become familiar with artists who belong 
to the Environmental Art movement, as well as non-Western artists whose concept 
of nature differs from the Western idea of nature. The student will also learn about 
the long traditions of landscape art, and become familiar with contemporary artists 
who work within the landscape. 
 
 
1. Students will visit the Everglades National Forest.  
 
2.Students will learn about the delicate relationships within the Everglades and 
make note of the changing landscape. 
 
3. Students will consider why artists have used the landscape as an art form for 
centuries.  How? 
 
4.Students will consider why artists have worked in the environment and why some 
artists have immersed themselves in the environment. to make pieces that are 
ephemeral.  
 
5.Students should consider art forms in nature, issues of sustainability, and issues of 
culture.  
 
7. Students will compare contemporary artists like Andy Goldsworthy, Robert 
Smithson, alongside works from non-western culture, such as works by Hokusai. 
 
ASSIGNMENT:  
The class will immerse themselves in nature during a visit to The Everglades 
National Park.  
Cameras and sketchbooks will be required for students to collect reference images. 
Students will compare the images they collect with images from landscape artists 
and Environmental Artists. Students’ references must include both Western artists 
and non-Western artists. 
Students will produce a series of sculpture pieces as the culmination of the project. 
 
 



CHOICES FOR PIECE:  
1) Student can create a sculpture that can represent the balance of nature. 

Create a sculpture influenced by an artist researched. 
 

2) Create a sculpture solely using materials from the surrounding natural 
habitat. (STUDENTS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO TAKE ANYTHING FROM 
THE EVERGLADES NATIONAL FOREST!!!)  
 

3) Natural material can be collected from your backyard or neighborhood, 
always ask first! 

 
4) Create a sculpture made to coexist within the natural habitat. 

 
All of the pieces can be ephemeral if integral to the student’s concept. 
 
 
MDC Learning Outcomes: 
#5: Global, Cultural, and Historical perspectives 
#9: Aesthetic Appreciation 
#10: Natural Systems and the Environment 
 
 


