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Mangrove Ecology Lesson Plan 
Photo Essay of Xavier Cortada’s “Plan(t)” Installation  

for ENC 1102: Changemaking and Composition II   
By: Dr. José Sebastián Terneus, Miami Dade College - Padrón Campus  

 

 
 

Prompt:  
After reading “The Importance of Mangroves” and viewing Xavier Cortada’s “Plan(t)” 
installation, you will compose a photo essay that persuades other MDC students to see the eco-
artwork from your “view.” Use rhetorical devices (ethos, pathos, logos, and kairos) to express 
how you view Cortada’s art and persuade your audience. Additionally, you need to insert at least 
two photos of “Plan(t)” into your essay to support your claims. 
 
 
Tips:  

● Think: What is the overall message you take away from Cortada’s “Plan(t)”? 
○ How can I translate that message into my “view”? 

● Take numerous photos of the “Plan(t)” exhibit to have various pieces of evidence for 
your essay.  

● Consider what rhetorical devices/photos will persuade your audience.  
● Use “The Importance of Mangroves” as content to build your ethos, logos, pathos, and 

kairos points.  
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Resources:  
“The Importance of Mangroves” from The Nature Conservancy   https://www.nature.org/en-
us/about-us/where-we-work/united-states/florida/stories-in-florida/why-mangroves-important/ 
 
 
Rules and Guidelines:  

● All essays must conform to the academic writing rules and format of the genre to be 
accepted for grading. 

● Your essay must use: 
o 12-point font size  
o Times New Roman font 
o Double-spaced paragraphs  
o Proper heading and page numbers  
o 1-inch margins  

● Be sure to spellcheck and proofread your work to ensure credibility.  
● Rough drafts will be one to 2-3 pages in length; Final drafts will be 4-5 pages in length.  
● Any draft that is submitted late will incur a half-letter grade deduction for every class day 

the assignment is late.  
o See your syllabus for deadlines and dropbox locations.  

● Cover the required length and matter of the essay.  
● You must use MLA format when citing evidence/quotes in your work.   
● Your sources need to be listed correctly in an MLA Works Cited Page. 
● Use at least two photos of “Plan(t)” in your essay.  

o However, do not use more than three photos of the exhibit in your work.  
● Where you insert your photos should correlate with the point you are trying to prove.  
● Consider the reader’s needs when writing your work.  
● See the grading rubric for further instructions on how to write an effective essay. 
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